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Bai 6 — Cac Giao Uéc

Major Covenants in the Bible

Definition of "COVENANT": a formal
agreement, contract, testament, or treaty
between two parties, with specific obligations
on each side:

 ancient terminology: Hebrew berith, Greek
diatheke, Latin testamentum

o used 287 times in the Hebrew Bible (first
use at Gen 6:18), including "Baal-berith"
in Judges 8:33 & 9:4, and "El-berith" in
Judges 9:46.

o used 33 times in the New Testament,
especially in the Letter to the Hebrews
(17 times).

e covenants often promise specific benefits,
rewards, or blessings for people who keep
the terms of the covenant;

o but they also threaten sanctions,
punishments, or curses for people who
break the terms of the covenant.

e covenants need to be ratified formally,
usually sealed with blood, and thus often
involve animal sacrifices;

o concrete symbols or "signs" are also often
exchanged to remind the two parties
about their agreement.

« the parties involved might be individuals,
families, states, kings, or even God;

o the parties might be on the same level
(two families, two kings) with mutual
obligations agreed upon freely

o or they might be on different levels (God
and humans; a large empire and a smaller
nation) with the stronger party imposing
the conditions on the weaker party
(obedience, taxes, tribute) in exchange for
certain benefits protection)

e some scholars distinguish between
"contract" (an exchange of goods and
services) and "covenant" (an exchange of

Cic Giao Ué6c chinh trong Thanh Kinh

Pinh nghia "GIAO UOC": mot théa wéc, hop
dong, di chuc hodc hi€p udc chinh thire gitra hai
bén, v&i cac bon phéan cy thé & moi bén:

o thuat ngit c6 dai: tiéng Do Thai berith, tiéng
Hy Lap diatheke, tiéng Latinh testamentum

o st dung 287 lan trong Thanh Kinh Do Thai
(str dung 1an dau & St 6:18), bao gdm "Baal-
berith" trong Thu Lanh 8:33 & 9: 4, va "El-
berith" trong Thu Lanh 9:46.

o duogc su dung 33 lan trong Tan Udc, dac
biét 1a trong Thu gtri tin hitu Do Thai (17
lan).

e cac giao udc thuong hira hen nhiing lo1i ich
phﬁn thudng, hodc phudc lanh cu thé, cho
nhitng ngudi gitr cac diéu khoan cua giao wdc;
o nhung chung ciing de doa sura tri, trung phat

hodc chiic dir cho nhiing ngudi vi pham cac
diéu khoan cua giao uéc.

e cac giao udc can dugc chinh thirc phé chuan,
thuong dugc dong an bang mau, va do do
thuong lién quan dén viéc sat te thi vat;

o Céc biéu tuong cu thé hodc "du chi" cling
thuong dugc trao doi dé nhac nhd hai bén
ve thoa udc cua ho.

o céc bén lién hé c6 thé 1a ca nhan, gia dinh,
quoc gia, cac vua, hodc tham chi Thién Chua;

o Céc bén c6 thé ngang hang véi nhau (hai gia
dinh, hai vi vua) vdi cac bon phan ho tuong
duoc tu do thoa thuan

o hoic ho c6 thé khong ngang hang v6i nhau
(Thién Chua va con nguoi, dé qubc 16n va
mot qudc gia nho hon) voi bén manh hon ap
dit cac diéu kién cho bén yeu hon (vang 101,
doéng thue tridu cong) dé ddi lay viéc bao vé
mét sb 1oi ich nhat dinh)

« mot sb hoc gia Thanh Kinh phén biét giita
"hop dong" (mot sy trao do1 hang hoa va dich
vu) va "giao udc" (mdt su trao do6i con nguoi,
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persons; for example in a marriage, or when thi du nhu trong hon nhén, hodc khi dan Israel
Israel is called God's "firstborn son" in Exod dugc goi la "con déu long" cua Thién Chua
4:22) trong sach Xuat Hanh 4:22)
Main Covenants in the Hebrew Bible: the Cac Giao woc chinh trong Thanh Kinh Do
first two apply to a/l human beings, the next Thai: hai giao u6c dau tié,n ap dung cho tat ca q
three apply specifically to the Jews, the moi nguoi, ba giao udc ti€p theo ap dung cu thé
"Children of Abraham": cho nguoi Do Thai, "Con cai ong Abraham:
e ADAM and Eve (Gen 1-2; although the o APAM and Eva (Sang Thé ky 1-2, mic du

word "covenant" is not used, some divine
promises are made)

o Life on Earth: "Be fruitful and multiply;
fill the earth and subdue it..." (1:28)

o Vegetarian Diet: "l have given you every
plant... and every tree with seed in its
fruit... for food" (1:29)

o Male and Female: "It is not good that the
man should be alone" (2:18; cf. 1:27)

o Disobedience and Death: "...but of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat" (2:17)

e NOAH and his Family (Gen 6-9)

o Life: God saves the family of Noah
(6:18), telling them to be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth (9:1, 7)

o Diet: they may now also eat animals, but
may not eat/drink their blood, and may
not shed human blood (9:2-6)

o Covenant. God promises not to destroy
the whole human race again through a
flood (9:8-11)

o the "sign" of this covenant: the rainbow
set in the clouds each time it rains (9:12-
17)

e ABRAHAM and his Descendants (Gen 12,

15, 17)

o his descendants will be numerous and
will become a great nation (12:2; 15:5;
17:20; 18:18; etc.)

o they will inherit the "promised land."
later called the land of Israel (12:1; 15:18-
21; 17:8; etc.)

khong st dung tir "giao wéc", nhung mot sd 1oi
htra x=cua Thién Chtia dugc noi 1én)

o Sw song trén Trai Dat: "Hay sinh soi nay ng,
tran day trai dat va tran ap n6 ..." (1:28)

o An thuc vdt: "Ta da ban cho cac nguoi tat ca
moi cay ... va moi cay co hat trong hoa qua
no ... dé lam thirc an" (1:29)

o Nam va Nir: "Nguoi dan 6ng ¢ mét minh
khong tot" (2:18, xem 1:27)

o Su bcftphuq ting va sw chét: "... nhung cay
biét lanh biét dir thi cac nguoi khong duoc
an" (2:17)

e NOE va gia dinh (St 6-9)

o Swséng: Thién Chua ciru vot gia dinh cua
No&¢€ (6:18), bao ho sinh sdi nay n¢ va nhan
rong, va do day dat (9: 1, 7)

o Thurc an: bay gid ho cling an dong vat,
nhung khong dugc an / udng mau, va khong
thé lam mat mau nguoi (9: 2-6)

o Giao Udc: Thién Chua htra s€ khong dung
hong thuy ma tiéu diét toan thé nhan loai
nira (9: 8-11)

o "d4u chi" ciia giao uwéc ndy: ciu vong duoc

dit trong ddm may mdi khi troi mua (9: 12-
17)

« Ong ABRAHAM vi cic Con Chiu éng

(Sang Thé 12, 15, 17)

o Con chdu éng sé rit dong diic va s& trd
thanh mot dan toc vi dai (12: 2, 15: 5,
17:20, 18:18, van van)

o ho s€ thira ké "ddt hira", sau nay duoc goi 1a
dat Israel (12: 1, 15: 18-21, 17: 8, van van)



o all other nations shall be blessed in him
(12:3; 18:18) or through his offspring
(22:18; 26:4)

o the "sign" of this covenant: the
circumcision of all male descendants
(17:9-14, 23-27; 21:4; etc.)

MOSES and the Israelites (Exod 20-34;
Deut 5-11)

o Monotheism: "Hear, O Israel: The Lord is
our God, the Lord alone" (Deut 6:4; cf.
Exod 20:1-3)

o Torah: the Law given on Mount Sinai, or
Mount Horeb (esp. the Ten
Commandments: Exod 20:1-17; Deut 5:1-
21)

o Reciprocity of relationship: "I will be
your God, you will be my people" (esp.
Exod 6:7; Lev 26:12)

o the "sign" of this covenant: the stone
tablets on which the Law is written (Exod
24:12; 31:18; etc.)

DAVID and the Kingdom (2 Sam 7)

o God will establish forever David's
"house" = the royal dynasty through his
descendants (7:11-16)

o David's son (Solomon) will build God's
"house" = the first temple of
Jerusalem (7:4-7, 13)

o the "sign" of this covenant: the
descendants of David (1Kings 1-3) and
the temple itself (1Kings 5-8)
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o tdt cd cdc dan téc khdc s& duge chiic phiic
trong ong (12: 3, 18:18) hodc qua con chau
ong (22:18, 26: 4)

o "déu chi" ciia giao udc nay: viéc cit bi cua
tat ca con chau 6ng thudc nam gidi (17: 9-
14, 23-27,21: 4, vv)

Ong MOSE va dan Do Thai (Xuat Hanh 20-
34, Pnl 5-11)

o Thuyét Péc than: "Hai Israel, hiy nghe déy:
Chua 1a Thién Chua cua ching ta, chi mot
minh Chua" (Pnl 6: 4, x. Xh 20: 1-3)

o Ngii Kinh: L& Lujt dugc ban trén Nii Sinai,
hodc Nﬁi’ Horeb (dac biét 1a Muoi Biéu
Ran: Xuat Hanh 20: 1-17, Pnl 5: 1-21)

o Mbi lién hé trong tdc: "Ta s& lam Thién
Chua cta cac nguot, cac nguoi s€ 1a dan cua
Ta" (Xuat Hanh 6: 7, Lévi 26:12)

o "dau chi" ciia giao udc nady: nhing bia da
ma trén dlo Lé Luat dugc viét (Xuat Hanh
24:12, 31:18; v.v.)

VUA DPAVID va Vuong Quéc (2 Sam 7)

o Thién Chiia sé& thiét 1ap "nha" cua Pavid
mai mai = triéu dgi qua con chau cua 6ng
(7: 11-16)

o Con cta David (Salomon) s€ xay "nha" cua
Thién Chua la dén tho dau tién cua
Giérusalem (7: 4-7, 13)

o "déu chi" cua giao udc nay: cac con chau
cua Pavid (1-3) va chinh dén tho (1Vua 5-
8)

The "New" or "Renewed" Covenant:
JEREMIAH

o The Lord will make "a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the house of
Judah" (Jer 31:31)

o God's Law will be within people, written
on their hearts (Jer 31:34)

Giao Uéc "Méi" hodic "Canh Tan":
GIEREMIA
o Chua s€ 1ap "mdt giao uwéc mdi voi nha
Israel va nha Giuda" (Jer 31:31)

o L& Luét ctia Thién Chua s& & trong con
nguoi, dugce viét 1én trong long ho (Gr
31:34)
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o This text is also quoted in the New o Poan vin nay ciing duoc trich dan trong

Testament in Heb 8:8-12 Tan Udc trong Do Thai 8: 8-12
« JESUS « CHUA GIESU

o At the Last Supper: "This cup that is o Trong Bita Tiéc Ly: "Chén ndy dugc d6 ra
poured out for you is the new covenant in cho cac con la giao wéc mai trong Mau
my blood." (Luke 22:20; cf. 1 Cor 11:25) Thay." (Luca 22:20, xem 1Cor 11:25)

o The Letter to the Hebrews calls Jesus "the o Thu Do Thai goi Chua Giésu la "trung gian
mediator of the new covenant" (Heb 9:15; hoa gidi cua giao udc méi" (Dt 9:15, 12:24,
12:24; see also 8:1-13) cling xem 8: 1-13)

o Paul also speaks of Christian leaders as o Thanh Phaol6 ciing n6i vé cac nha lanh dao
"ministers of a new covenant" (2 Cor 3:6) Kitd gido 1a "cac thura tac vién cua mot giao

udc moi" (2Cor 3: 6)
From Trich tuw
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